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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) RECURRENT 2013–14 BILL 2013 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2013–14 BILL 2013 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.52 pm]: I am very glad that the Treasurer 
has come back from his very important opening this morning because I will call on the Treasurer for some 
action. When I was last on my feet, I was talking about racing industry infrastructure. This was something that 
was highlighted when a race meeting was abandoned at Belmont Park last week because of the state of the track. 
The industry is well aware that Belmont Park really needs to be re-turfed. It has not been done for 30 years and 
the cost is estimated to be between $7 million and $10 million. The problem is that the racing industry does not 
have the money to do it. Racing and Wagering Western Australia simply does not have the ability to fund other 
pressing infrastructure needs, unless it reduces funding from prize money. We all know that cutting prize money 
would make a huge impact on the racing industry. That is why across-the-codes participants have been calling on 
our state government to set up a racing industry infrastructure fund. In 2010, I brought a report to this chamber 
as chairman of the select Committee on the Review of the Racing and Wagering Western Australia Acts. While 
the committee identified that the Racing and Wagering Western Australia model worked in its governance of the 
three codes—that is, thoroughbreds, harness and greyhounds—it also identified a $70 million black hole in 
revenue to fund some very urgent infrastructure needs across the industry.  

The committee was told that the Bunbury Turf Club, which is very close to the Treasurer’s electorate of Vasse, 
needs something in the vicinity of $15 million to provide better facilities for the biggest thoroughbred training 
centre outside the metropolitan area. The greyhound industry needed close to $30 million to establish a new 
home at Cannington because the lease on its current site was not to be renewed. I am aware that RWWA, with 
the assistance of the Minister for Racing and Gaming has been able to come up with a scaled-down version that 
will not be as big as the facility the greyhounds currently enjoy.  

These are a couple of examples that highlight the massive funding problems facing the racing industry when it 
comes to infrastructure. Basically, the industry injects roughly $60 million into Treasury coffers every year from 
wagering, yet it is unable to meet the cost of maintaining and upgrading the very infrastructure that supports that 
same industry. This is no reflection on RWWA or the minister, Hon Terry Waldron, who has managed to 
provide funds for many of the smaller projects through royalties for regions and other mechanisms. The minister 
is a strong supporter of the industry, but here we are talking about big-ticket items that need strong action from 
the government. Hence the key recommendation of our committee’s report to Parliament, which was tabled in 
2010, was that the government reduce the tax on wagering by an amount sufficient to establish a racing industry 
infrastructure fund that might start at between $10 million and $12 million in the first year, but would increase as 
betting turnover rose. Members should remember that these are funds that the industry generates through 
wagering; it is not a handout from the government. It is funds generated by the racing industry. Unfortunately, 
we are three years down the track and the government has not been able to act on that recommendation. To me, 
that is disappointing, but it leads to the question: where do we go from here? The government could agree to 
implement the recommendations of the committee report, but given the pressures on the state’s finances at the 
moment—so much redevelopment and infrastructure is needed in other areas—I am not sure that the government 
is in a position to come up with these funds. After giving this much thought, I have come to the conclusion that 
there is only one way in which the government will be able to establish a racing industry infrastructure fund out 
of wagering revenue—that is, to privatise the TAB.  

I am not saying that we should sell off the TAB. I stress that point very strongly. I am not in favour of selling off 
the TAB; rather we should outsource the operations of the TAB, as has been done in most other states ever since 
Victoria did it in 1994. This type of corporatisation has the capacity for any government to negotiate for the 
successful tenderer to come up with an up-front payment to gain those rights. This would be a matter of 
negotiation, obviously, between Treasury or the department, and whoever tendered for the TAB. In other states 
these up-front payments have been used to support the racing industry through the provision of new 
infrastructure. Some years ago the New South Wales government came to an agreement with Tabcorp for it to 
operate the New South Wales TAB—not to own it, but to operate it. The government recently extended that 
contract for another 20 years and Tabcorp made an up-front payment of $70 million. I am not saying that the 
Western Australian TAB would commit to the same sort of payment as the New South Wales TAB as it is a 
greater entity in a bigger state, but these things can be negotiated. After the negotiations and the contracts are 
signed, the states continue to receive a dividend from wagering and the racing codes receive a guaranteed 
dividend. I am especially looking at this because I feel that unless we can do something as a government—I 
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would like to think that the opposition would support this—the industry will lag behind other states, which are 
receiving this support from their state governments.  
Big things are happening in the wagering industry. It is a $26 billion industry around Australia. The competition 
is enormous. International wagering agencies are investing millions of dollars in our marketplace. I believe one 
agency has invested $700 million in picking up some licences for wagering operations around Australia. There is 
an opportunity, and I think the face of Racing and Wagering WA will change from what we have today with the 
TAB shops and pub TABS, with more online wagering. It will be a different market and we need to make some 
decisions now as this new era approaches. This is no reflection on Racing and Wagering WA, which under 
Richard Burt is a very well run organisation, but do we have the best model to face the challenges ahead? Could 
the model be tweaked a little? I am not an economist but people working in government agencies could look at 
this. We could debate this subject for many hours. Today, someone must start the conversation on behalf of the 
industry.  
In the Treasurer’s budget speech last week, he indicated that the Economic Regulation Authority would be 
tasked with undertaking an inquiry into the micro-economic reform priorities needed for Western Australia. I 
was interested to see that. I inform the Treasurer and the house that I will be writing to the Treasurer to ask 
whether the privatisation of the state’s wagering operation could be included in that investigation, and if it could 
be part of the 2013–14 financial year investigation. It is time the government took the racing industry seriously. 
This is a very important industry for employment and the Western Australian economy. The industry has 
massive potential but it has come to a bit of a standstill in terms of its prize money. We were told seven or eight 
years ago that by now we would be racing for $70 000 prize money on Saturdays, however we are racing for 
$50 000 and some of the races are running for only $45 000. The bigger states have moved ahead of us. We have 
always been a strong racing state and I would like to see some action. I have discussed this with the Minister for 
Racing and Gaming who wants to see more evidence to support the recommendation I am making today.  
Mr M.P. Murray: Are you suggesting the privatisation of the TAB?  
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Not a sell-off of the TAB; just the running of the TAB. The state would continue to own 
the TAB, but it would be run by a private operator, just as the prisons are.   
Mr D.J. Kelly: Like Serco.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH: A lot of private operators run transport services around the world. Private operators run a 
lot of things and they do it well. The member for Collie–Preston is the shadow Minister for Racing and Gaming. 
I have never been in favour of selling off the TAB because I have never believed in selling off the farm, but 
perhaps we should look at the modelling. The member would know from the race clubs down Bunbury way that 
Bunbury is in desperate need of money.  
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Member for Bassendean, can we not have another side 
conversation, please.   
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Thank you Madam Acting Speaker.  
Member for Bunbury, I am putting this on the table. I know it is a big decision but after what I saw happen at 
Belmont last week, I thought to myself that I do not know what other way out there is for the industry. It is our 
job to support this industry because of its importance to our state. I do not know the process, but I will write to 
the Treasurer about whether there needs to be some other form of inquiry. The Economic Regulation Authority 
could certainly look at it and see the economic benefits to be gained from it. We should consider it very 
seriously. Thank you, Treasurer, for stopping behind and listening to my few words.  

Mr T.R. Buswell: I am looking forward to getting your letter.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH: You could have come and got my coat, you know; I reckon my jacket would have been a 
better fit. 

I will now talk about local government amalgamations.   

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Are you going to invite the Treasurer to your BBQ? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: A lot has been said in recent weeks about the state government’s plan — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You don’t want to say. I don’t think he’s getting an invite.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Madam Acting Speaker, the member for Midland is being very flippant about something 
that will not happen.  

A lot has been said in recent weeks about the state government’s plan to reduce the number of councils in the 
metropolitan area. I must put my position on record in this place because I have made some public comments, 
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some of which were repeated ad nauseam by the opposition. When the Robson report was released, two 
proposals placed the City of South Perth within the City of Perth, and the City of South Perth is the only local 
government area in my electorate. My electorate covers the entire City of South Perth. I said publicly at the time 
that I would not support such a move. I have always had the view that one day the City of South Perth could 
become like North Sydney with a mix of residential and commercial developments sitting right across the river 
from our great city. I have always believed that South Perth should retain its identity. When talk of council 
amalgamation began to swirl around, I became aware that the City of South Perth and the Town of Victoria Park 
had already begun talks about a possible merger. When the member for Bunbury was the Minister for Local 
Government, I guess they saw that the movement towards local government amalgamation was on, so they 
decided to be proactive. I was happy to support that, provided it did not impact adversely on the ratepayers of my 
electorate. The two councils after some discussion decided to come together and they had a vote, and they agreed 
to progress the amalgamation on one condition—that they retain the Burswood peninsula, which currently sits in 
the Town of Victoria Park. By then, it had emerged that the City of Perth had its eyes on Burswood so that it 
could announce to the world that it was a city with great icons like Crown Perth and the new sports stadium, 
along with Elizabeth Quay and Kings Park. I can imagine people driving into Perth from the airport and seeing a 
sign saying “Welcome to Perth” when they could still be in the Town of Victoria Park. Do members think they 
would really know which local government authority they were driving through? They would just say, “We 
travelled to Perth and had a great holiday.” When they go to the Crown casino, do they really know that they are 
in the Town of Victoria Park? I do not think so. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I wonder why the City of Perth has not set its sights on Perth Zoo, which is in South 
Perth. It is not called the “South Perth Zoo”—some people do call it that—but it happens to sit in the City of 
South Perth. The Zoo attracts 600 000 visitors a year. I wonder about the cherrypicking and whether it is 
necessary.  

Dr A.D. Buti: They will eventually. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Member for Armadale, someone told me today to be careful because it might happen 
eventually, but I do not think so.  

When the City of Perth made that claim, I made a statement that I think has been repeated by the member for 
Victoria Park a few times. I basically said that if Burswood comes out of the planned amalgamation between the 
City of South Perth and the Town of Victoria Park, all bets would be off because it would be totally 
unsustainable. The government has since been very strong in its insistence that Crown casino and the new 
stadium will stay in the City of Perth. The Minister for Local Government has been very good throughout this 
process. All the councils I speak to think he has been very genuine in trying to bring about the best result for 
them, and he has worked very hard at it. He drew up a new map that excises the Crown casino and the stadium 
from the Town of Victoria Park. If this amalgamation goes ahead, the boundary will go around South Perth and 
Victoria Park and then it will move onto the Burswood peninsula and up and around the Crown casino. Crown 
will keep the parking, but the parking area next to the old superdome is actually owned by the Town of Victoria 
Park. I do not know how that will be managed. Then, South Perth and Victoria Park will keep a bit of high-rise 
there at the back of the casino and then go around to Belmont Park.  

Dr A.D. Buti: What a mess!  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: It will be difficult because, as someone pointed out to me today, if the residents of the 
City of Victoria Park who live in the high-rise were impacted in any way by the stadium because of louts coming 
home at night after the footy or the casino, by traffic or whatever, who do they go to? They cannot go to the City 
of Perth because they are not City of Perth ratepayers. They do not have any representation on the council. It is a 
difficult issue and one that I will continue to talk to the minister about.  

Dr A.D. Buti: It’s a good point!  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: As compensation for losing the $2.8 million in annual rates from Crown casino, the 
minister has extended the boundary on the southern part of the two existing councils down to Leach Highway; 
that represents 7 000—as the minister calls them—rooftops. Some are commercial, but they are mostly houses. 
They have been excised out of the old City of Canning and they will come into the new council.  

Dr A.D. Buti: When he counts those 7 000 rooftops, I presume they will still be Homeswest?  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: No, I think Homeswest would be in it; but Homeswest pays rates.  

Mrs G.J. Godfrey: Yes. 
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Mr J.E. McGRATH: I think it does. The Minister for Local Government said that on his figures the rates lost 
from Burswood would be more than recovered by the rates gained by the 7 000 new rooftops. I note the minister 
entered the house just when I was giving him a big wrap!  

Mr A.J. Simpson: That’s why I came in!  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: That is very admirable, but it has been pointed out that with those 7 000 new rooftops, 
there could be an additional cost involved for the new cities because the council does not have to spend any 
money in the Burswood precinct itself because it is managed by the Burswood Park Board. I have basically said 
to my council to go away, do the figures — 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Go away full stop!  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Not to go away, but do the figures and see how the financials add up.  
Dr A.D. Buti: It is obvious! You will be worse off!  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: They have to do the cost–benefit analysis. They will put their report in to the Local 
Government Advisory Board by 4 October. I have to say one thing about this: I have not had anyone knocking 
on my door saying, “Oh gee, isn’t it great, we’re going to amalgamate.” I think the people of South Perth do not 
care whether they amalgamate or not. They are very happy where they are. They like where they live; the suburb 
is pretty good. I do not think they are in the mood for a change. The only thing they do say to me when I ask 
them about it is that it is their belief that the river should be the natural boundary. That is why we are South Perth 
and the City of Perth is the City of Perth. They say the natural boundary should be the river. I think that will be 
the argument they put to the advisory board when the two councils make their submission, but the minister has a 
tough job. I want to commend him. At least he is prepared to talk to the councils but—pardon the pun—there is 
still a lot of water to flow under the bridge on this matter. All I will say, and I have always said this from the 
outset, is that I will support my voters to get the best outcome. Hopefully, through the process we can come up 
with the desired outcome for both councils.  
Just on one other note, I was a little disappointed—I was actually more than a little disappointed—that during the 
election campaign my party made a commitment to invest $16 million into Swan River Trust for the Swan and 
Canning Rivers.  

Dr A.D. Buti: They broke that one, did they?  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: As part of that, some $1.35 million was for restoring the rock river walls on the South 
Perth foreshore near Mends Street. This was something I was really delighted about; I thought, what a great 
thing that our government can do this. Obviously, the situation of the finances has changed and some things had 
to be lopped off, and this was one of them. I am disappointed. I have spoken to the Minister for Environment; I 
am going to work as hard as I can to get it reinstated or to see whether we can come up with that funding, 
because it is right opposite where we will have Elizabeth Quay. The river walls are crumbling into the river. The 
City of South Perth has had to put up a barrier along that section of the river where thousands of people walk and 
ride along that South Perth foreshore every week. It is a beautiful part of the city. For $1.35 million, which is 
what the city has already, it is prepared to pay its half of the cost of doing the job. They were hoping to have the 
money by October this year so that they could get on with the work and get it done for next summer.  

All I can say to my constituents is that I apologise, because I did put that restoration project in my letter to the 
voters. I did get a 67 per cent primary vote, which was the highest in the state. I do not know whether that 
restoration project contributed to that figure or it was just the hard work that I had been doing for the last four 
years!  

Dr A.D. Buti: At least you’ve been honest and apologised, while the Premier makes excuses! Another broken 
promise!  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I am not blaming the Premier for this because, in the grand scheme of things, it is not a 
massive amount of funding. I note that the minister has apologised; he put the money forward but it did not quite 
get across the line. I will say that there was no time line on it. It was said that the money would be provided, but 
it did not say in the first year or the second year. 

Dr A.D. Buti: It won’t be provided at all!  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: All I can say is that I will continue to talk to the minister about that and advocate that we 
get that infrastructure done as quickly as possible. I know there are other speakers who will follow me now. I 
just want to make one final point; that is, if I did not make a budget speech in this house and not mention 
Manning Road, I might as well retire. I am still waiting for the funding for Manning Road.  
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Mr W.J. Johnston: The Minister for Transport is not in the room!  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I have said this many times, but I believe that transport is the biggest challenge for any 
government. Manning Road is a good piece of transport infrastructure. If we could get a ramp running south on 
to the freeway for people coming along Manning Road going to the new Fiona Stanley Hospital, it would free up 
the Canning Bridge area. It will take cars off the freeway. I note that north–south connection on the two freeways 
is the worst area for congestion. Obviously, it is hard because we would need to go into the river to make the 
freeway wider, but Canning Bridge is a mess. I know that the Department of Transport has been talking to some 
of the residents about the possibility of some land resumption. Therefore, things are moving forward, but nothing 
has been allocated in the budget yet. I would like to think it would happen before I leave this place, and I am not 
sure how many more terms I intend to run for, but I would like to see Manning Road happen. I would die a 
happy man! Thank you.  

MS J. FARRER (Kimberley) [3.18 pm]: I will speak to the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Recurrent 
2013–14 Bill 2013 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Capital 2013–14 Bill 2013. On 17 April this 
year, less than four months ago, I rose to my feet in this Parliament to make my very first speech. In that speech I 
talked about the Kimberley and its people. I have an electorate that is twice the size of Victoria. I have an 
electorate where Aboriginal people make up the majority of the population; that electorate is a very, very long 
way from Perth. Some 40 000 people live there and more than half of these people are Indigenous. In many 
ways, we are a different world and we are certainly regarded as a different world if one were to look at the way 
the Kimberley people have been treated in this budget. 

It is a common sight all over the Kimberley to see people standing outside courthouses because they have no 
money to pay for their bills or feed their families. I talked about them in my first speech; I told members how 
angry it makes me when I see desperation in people’s faces. That desperation is increasing. When looking for the 
reasons why the desperation is increasing, I need not look further than this budget. I believe—it is a belief that 
everyone on this side of the chamber shares—that everyone should be treated equally. It should not matter who a 
person is and it should not matter where a person lives. But this budget shows that for the Barnett government it 
does matter who a person is and it does matter where a person lives. 

People in the Kimberley are a long way from Perth. They are so far away that they have been forgotten. If 
members do not believe me, they should come up to the Kimberley and let me show them what life is like for 
thousands of people who need food, shelter, proper health care, decent schools and a safe place to bring up their 
kids. They need these things just like every other Western Australian but they do not have them. All we have 
heard from the Barnett government are promises, promises and promises. But those promises have turned out to 
be empty and to be nothing but fine words and glossy printouts. Fine words and glossy pamphlets do not feed 
hungry children; they do not house people living in their cars or in sand dunes or swamps; they do not give our 
kids the decent start in life they deserve or to help them overcome the effects of poverty and disadvantage. 

I say again to members that they should come up to the Kimberley and let me show them what everyday life is 
like. If members come with me far away from the luxury resorts and holidaymakers, I will show them what 
happens to people when they have a government that breaks its promises by forcing up living costs, which is 
exactly what this budget has done. Perhaps members on the government side of the house would like to think 
about how they are going to explain to people in the Kimberley why they will have to find $1 billion every year 
just to pay the interest bill on the debt the government has racked up. Do members seriously suggest that I go to 
every man, woman and child in my electorate and tell them that their share of the debt is almost $10 000 each? 
When Kimberley people ask me what the debt is for, what should I tell them? This government is not keeping its 
promises. 

The truth is that the government has created a big budget black hole and it is trying to fill that hole by pushing up 
taxes, power prices and the cost of car licences and rents. I cannot believe the number of calls my office in 
Broome gets from people who need help with their drastically increased power bills. At the same time the 
government is cutting public sector jobs—jobs that provide vital employment to people in towns like Broome, 
Kununurra, Derby, Wyndham, Halls Creek and Fitzroy Crossing. The government is cutting services that give 
crucial support to families in all our Kimberley towns and remote communities as they go through hard times or 
need a bit of extra assistance. 

Let me give some examples of what is already happening to people in the Kimberley as a result of what this 
government is doing. In recent days there have been threatened cuts to child protection services in Wyndham. 
My colleague in the other place Hon Stephen Dawson last week asked the minister to explain why child 
protection staff in the office in Wyndham were being given forms about taking voluntary redundancies. The 
minister, of course, did not use words like “cuts” and “staff sackings”. Instead she tried to hide the truth by using 
words like “yearly operational planning cycle reviews”, “service delivery models” and “staff configurations”. 
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While I am on the subject of Wyndham, let me remind members that this is where the people who were forced 
out of Oombulgurri by this government now live. The document I am holding up shows members the sort of 
campsites where people are living. This paper can be tabled. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Ms J. FARRER: There is a desperate need for support for these people. They were removed from their 
community, not by choice, and many are now living in Wyndham in overcrowded houses. One of the things we 
need urgently in Wyndham is a full-time housing officer to work on the ground with these people to support 
them and help them make a decent life for themselves. We in the Kimberley know that if these people were 
living in the Premier’s electorate of Cottesloe or in the Treasurer’s electorate around Busselton, there would be 
immediate action to help them. As I said earlier, if members come to the Kimberley, I will show them that for 
the Barnett government it does matter who people are and it does matter where they live. Someone living in the 
Kimberley looking for housing or help for their family will not get it from this government in this budget. 

Like other places around the state, housing is a huge issue for Kimberley people. The priority waiting list is very 
long and the waiting time is more than three years. Some people are homeless and some people are living in 
overcrowded conditions, yet the government thinks it is okay to tell people that they have years to wait for a 
place to live, and even when they get that place, they might not be secure. I have been fighting really hard for 
Department of Housing tenants in the East Kimberley who were in danger of losing their homes because of the 
unfair treatment they were getting from Homeswest. But we did have a win. Homeswest is now working with 
Kimberley Community Legal Services in Kununurra on plans to make sure that some of these back payments of 
rent are sorted out. I am happy to say that after the fight we put up, things have now improved and plans are in 
place, which has stopped people from being kicked out of their homes. 

Let me tell members a bit about the patient assisted travel scheme. The scheme is just not working for Kimberley 
locals who are being sent to Perth for medical treatment far away from their homes. Little or no support is 
provided to these people who are trying to find their way around the metropolitan area. Many have never 
travelled by plane or train before, let alone been in a city, and this can be very scary for them. People have 
resorted to setting up camp in bushland. I believe that some people from the Kimberley and from the Pilbara are 
now living in bushland around the Perth area. In case members think I am making this up, let me read part of an 
article that appeared in the Eastern Reporter last Tuesday, 13 August. The article headed “How could it come to 
this?” states — 

A group of six ill Aboriginal people, from the Kimberley and Pilbara, are camping in Mirrabooka 
bushland because they have nowhere else to go. 
They need emergency accommodation while they receive medical treatment in Perth, but have been told 
they could be waiting for up to three years. 

The Salvation Army has provided meals and blankets to the people who have been forced to enter 
private property in search of clean drinking water. 

I would like the article, which tells the story about those people, tabled. 
[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Ms J. FARRER: This is what it is like for very many of my constituents who have to leave their families and 
homes to live in Perth for years to receive much-needed medical treatment. These people do not choose to be in 
Perth. They have not come to Perth to have tummy tucks or face lifts. They have come to Perth because the 
medical treatment they require is not available in the Kimberley, yet they just do not get the support they need 
from this government. If this is any indication of what the government has done to those people, it is thanks to 
funding cuts that have been made to travel allowances and to measures to address serious overcrowding in 
Aboriginal hostels. I hate to say it, but perhaps we will see some change when we see sick people from Cottesloe 
and Busselton camping in bushland and being fed by the Salvos.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Do you know that there are some very poor people in the Cottesloe electorate? 

Ms J. FARRER: But they are not living in the bush, are they? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Some have been, near the old cable station. 

Ms J. FARRER: That is something the state should be taking care of. 

Mr P. Papalia: Maybe the member should be taking it up. 

Ms J. FARRER: Yes, it is something we as a Parliament should be looking at. It does not fall to one person as 
the responsible person; it falls to the whole of government. Until then, anyone who lives in the Kimberley will 
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not get equal treatment from the Barnett government. Even a service that has a great track record, such as the 
Kullarri night patrol in Broome, has had funding cuts. I hope the Minister for Police is listening to me, because it 
is the police who need help! It makes no sense to cut a program like that, which collects young kids and delivers 
them home safely, and which helps break up antisocial groups without involving the police. 

I want to talk again about suicide. As I said in my first speech in this place, this is a very personal issue for me 
because my 16-year-old grandson took his own life. Only last week another member of my family had a mental 
health crisis and needed urgent help. It is very important that we look at the rate of suicide to see how we can 
prevent our young people from taking their life. All this about the high cost of living and everything else—no 
jobs, no accommodation—is weighing heavily on people. I guess that is happening everywhere right across the 
state, but I particularly refer to the Kimberley because that is where I come from.  

I spent some time in Beagle Bay recently, so let me just tell members a few things about what happens in a 
community that has been affected by years of trauma connected with suicide and grief. In the space of just 
one month this year, a young boy was tragically taken by a crocodile, a young mother of two sons committed 
suicide, and there was another suicide of a young man. This is not rare. It happens on a regular basis, yet Beagle 
Bay has no youth services or before or after-school activities in the community. There is no Auskick. A lot of 
these kids like to play sport, but there is nothing there for them. The only oval has a dangerous building standing 
on it that is contaminated with asbestos. There is no full-time counsellor. The roof is falling in on the general 
store that belongs to the community, and I am now worried that recent break-ins to the building have caused 
damage to the building structure and that the whole community is now at risk from asbestos-related materials 
dislodged by damage to the building.  

Beagle Bay is just one example of the trouble that people in the Kimberley have every day of their lives. I could 
be standing here talking about my recent visits to Ringers Soak, Warmun, Fitzroy, Djugerari, Mindi Radi or the 
outlying communities around Halls Creek. I could be telling members about what people from Balgo, Mulan, 
Derby or Bidyadanga need to make their lives better. I could be talking about the ranger programs that are vital 
to our young people up in the Kimberley who enjoy helping to maintain and look after waterways and the land. 
We should be putting programs in place, and the roads should be sealed so that kids can get to school and 
women do not have to give birth while waiting for impassable roads to be opened, as has happened at least twice 
recently to my knowledge. For the women in this place who know what it is like to give birth to a child, just 
imagine having to do it on the side of the road without medical attention. I could also be talking about 
communities that have to go without fuel for their generators because the hand pumps are not working. 

This is 2013, yet the government is letting people all over my electorate go without decent services and proper 
infrastructure, all because it cannot get its budget priorities right. Communities have pleaded for assistance and 
help to provide their children with positive activities to participate in, yet the substance abuse, teenage 
pregnancies, suicides and fatal accidents continue—while down here in Perth the government builds footy 
stadiums and spends hundreds of millions of dollars on the waterfront development.  

In my first speech a few months ago, I promised Kimberley people that I would work hard to ensure that there 
would be proper health services and adequate housing and education equal to those found in Perth and to provide 
access to opportunity for all Kimberley people. I make that promise again now. Even such a bitter 
disappointment as this budget will not stop me fighting for the people I care about. I just wish the Barnett 
government had used this budget to show how we might rid the Kimberley of poverty. Sadly, that was not the 
case. I table a document in relation to the patient assisted travel scheme. That concludes my contribution to the 
budget debate. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

MR P. ABETZ (Southern River) [3.33 pm]: Having just returned from four weeks in Europe during the winter 
break and having had discussions with ordinary citizens and officials in Germany, Finland, Estonia and Russia, I 
want to say just how glad I am that I live in Australia, and more particularly Western Australia. I have much I 
would like to address in terms of the utter drivel and half-truths spouted forth by the opposition about this 
budget, but I have to limit myself to just a few matters. There can be no question that the state budget required us 
to make some hard choices. Although mining royalties were certainly at a record high, our GST share from 
Canberra was at a record low. I am very pleased to be able to say that I believe that this budget outlined in the 
Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Recurrent 2013–14 Bill 2013 and the Appropriation (Consolidated 
Account) Capital 2013–14 Bill 2013 is a responsible allocation of our financial resources.  

Government budgets throughout the western world have been under increasing pressure due to governments 
living beyond their means. Many foolishly worshipped at the altar of renewable energy, with Spain and even the 
economic powerhouse of Germany paying an enormous penalty for that folly. While I was in Germany, I learnt 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 15 August 2013] 

 p3576d-3594a 
Mr John McGrath; Acting Speaker; Ms Josie Farrer; Mr Peter Abetz; Mr Chris Hatton; Mr Dean Nalder; Ms 

Wendy Duncan; Mr Troy Buswell 

 [8] 

that the Energy Consumer Association estimates that 800 000 Germans have had their power cut off because 
they could not pay their rising electricity bills. They are now paying approximately 40 cents a kilowatt hour; we 
are paying, I think, about 23c or 24c in Australia. Last October the German newspaper Der Spiegel reported that 
some 200 000 of those 800 000 who had their electricity disconnected were long-term unemployed. In Germany, 
enthusiasm is certainly waning for what was enthusiastically called the Energiewende—the energy transition—
which is estimated to have cost German domestic electricity consumers over €1 trillion by 2030. Approximately 
half of all the solar panels that exist in the world are located in Germany.  
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected.  

Mr P. ABETZ: Yes, it has been an enormously damaging industry. Short outages of electricity caused by 
sudden drops in output from solar and wind power have resulted in millions of euros of damage to industrial 
processes. The result has been that most energy-sensitive industrial processes are actually now installing massive 
diesel generation plants at their factories, to ensure that those kinds of damaging fraction-of-a-second shutdowns 
do not occur. What is the result? Germany today has a higher carbon footprint than it did before it went in this 
direction.  

I read that in Britain the government is asking private investors to invest in funding diesel generators that will be 
scattered all over the countryside, because when the wind suddenly stops, diesel generators have the capacity to 
instantly kick in—they can be computer controlled—and away they go. The United Kingdom government 
simply does not have the capital to do that, so it is inviting the private sector to invest in these massive diesel 
generators that will be scattered around the countryside.  

I guess that leads me to a few comments about the solar feed-in tariff issue, about which I got a little media 
attention although that was not my intention; I just wanted a review of it. My wife and I decided to install solar 
panels in, I think, 2009. Before we did, I did my homework and said to my wife that it would take 13 years of 
electricity generated from those solar panels to neutralise the CO2 produced in their production. In terms of 
reducing the carbon footprint, solar panels have a very long payback period. I said to my wife, Jenny, “I’m sure 
this system is going to cause a lot of problems in how it will affect consumers, but let’s do it; we can afford to do 
it,” so we put it on. At that time the federal government gave $8 000 towards it and we put in $8 000. We are 
pretty frugal empty-nesters. Every electricity bill used to be about $140 to $220—we have gas hot water, heating 
and stove, so it was not that difficult—and the result has been that we do not get an electricity bill anymore. We 
use a little more than we produce in winter, but in summer we have overproduction, so basically we have usually 
been in credit, and since then we have not had an electricity bill. I said to my wife, “When you actually think 
about this, this is really crook. I can afford to pay for my electricity—it is not a problem—but the ordinary 
taxpayer is actually subsidising my electricity bill and I don’t really need the subsidy.” So I certainly concur with 
the sentiment of the government in wanting to scale down that scheme. I know of people who have put a four-
kilowatt system on their holiday house, and because they are using hardly any electricity, except on the 
weekends, they are making a killing out of it, at the expense of taxpayers. That was at the tail end of the scheme, 
when the cost of a solar panel system was much less and it could be bought for about $4 000 or $5 000. I 
therefore share the sentiment of the government in wanting to rejig that scheme. 

The only difficulty is that I do feel for the little people, such as the retirees on fixed incomes who have invested 
their $8 000 and installed solar panels, as we did, in the hope of keeping down their electricity bills, because 
these people have not really got their money back yet. It is true that in media releases from the minister at the 
time, people were told that they would be given a subsidy for 10 years. But it is also true that the written contract 
that people entered into with Synergy made it absolutely clear that the government had the right to vary the 
contract at its discretion. Therefore, when people say that the government has broken a contract, that is a 
nonsense. The legal contract makes it absolutely clear that the government could stop the scheme at any time. 
But the problem is that ethically, for the sake of the little people involved in this scheme, we do need to honour 
what we have said in our public statements. However, we need to find some way of refining the system so that 
people cannot make a killing at taxpayers’ expense. That would certainly have my support. 

What some nation states have been rather slow to understand is that they cannot spend more than the revenue 
that flows to them, otherwise they will leave a massive debt for future generations. The people of Greece and 
other nations have certainly learnt that lesson the hard way. I have a cousin who lives in Spain. The people in 
Spain are doing it very tough. There is massive unemployment. Spain has always been held up as a place in 
which all these wonderful jobs have been created by green energy. The Spanish government is now saying it 
cannot afford to pay all these subsidies any more, and numerous of the green energy companies are going 
bankrupt. Energy is now so costly in Spain that most of the industries that use significant amounts of energy 
have moved out of the country. In Germany there is also talk of moving industries to countries in which 
electricity is cheaper. 
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It is fair to say that some of the pressure on this government’s budget is due to the exciting and much-needed 
capital projects that the government has embarked upon. For example, we are well on the way with the virtual 
rebuilding of our hospital system. The residents in my electorate are quite excited about the completion in the 
not-too-distant future of Fiona Stanley Hospital. I want to comment on the member for Girrawheen’s comment 
that there was nothing in the budget for her electorate. There was nothing in the budget specifically for my 
electorate of Southern River. But I, as the representative of the people of Southern River, still say that this is a 
great budget, because even though Fiona Stanley Hospital is not in my electorate, it will certainly benefit the 
people of my electorate. The widening of the freeway past South Street will also benefit my electorate. 

This government has invested significantly on upgrades to the prison system. I commend the Minister for 
Corrective Services on introducing random drug tests for prison officers. There is a major problem with drugs 
getting into prisons. From what I am told, a significant route is via visitors. But another route is via a small 
number of prison officers. I am also glad that the repairs to Banksia Hill Detention Centre, which is in my 
electorate, have almost been completed after the disturbance, and that the opportunity is also being taken to 
install air conditioning in the units and improve them in various other ways. I am also delighted about the 
doubling of funding for the provision of programs in our detention centres to help offenders stay out of trouble 
when they are released. That is most encouraging. 

Having served on the Education and Health Standing Committee, I was thrilled to read about the $4 million 
allocated to the ear health program for Aboriginal children in regional areas. This will be an excellent benefit, 
and hopefully it will pay huge dividends in reducing the number of children who start school with damaged 
hearing.  

The adjustment to the first home owner grant is an excellent initiative. The existing grant was being used to help 
people buy their first home out of existing stock. What we need is more housing stock. Therefore, the increase in 
the grant to $10 000 for those who have a new house built, and the reduction to $3 000 for those who buy an 
existing house, certainly has my support. 

People sometimes say that the Barnett government is too determined on building monuments. But let us not 
forget that in the past four years, the budget for disability services has increased by 83 per cent. The education 
budget this year has increased by 6.3 per cent. I am also delighted at the doubling of funding for low-interest 
loans for independent schools. In my area of Southern River, there are a number of very good Christian schools. 
There is Thornlie Christian College, which is in my electorate, and there is Carey Baptist College, which is just 
across the boundary in the electorate of the member for Darling Range. Both those schools have waiting lists. 
Part of the problem is they do not have the capital to build the classrooms that they need to accommodate all the 
students whose parents want to send to those schools. This funding will enable those schools to access more 
capital and thereby meet the demand. A lot of the children at Carey Baptist College actually come from my 
electorate. That school is seeking to build a second campus because of the massive demand for its educational 
services. However, unfortunately, the new campus will now not be open in time for the 2014 school year. That is 
because the school has run into all sorts of red tape and is still struggling to get all the different approvals. We 
thought we had it all in the bag, because the traffic issues had been overcome, but then something else came up. 
It seems to be a never-ending merry-go-round.  

I would also like to comment on the $4 000 education cost for the children of 457 visa holders. Most of those 
children end up becoming Australian citizens. The greatest desire of the many South African and Indian people 
in my electorate who have come to this country on 457 visas is to become Australian citizens, and it is a delight 
to be able to attend many of those citizenship ceremonies. I would not have an issue with the $4 000 contribution 
if that was a requirement for the future. But it will create some issues for people who came into this country on 
the basis of a certain package. It will be difficult for a family with four kids to suddenly have to find an extra 
$16 000. This could, in fact, be a bit of a free kick for the Christian schools in my area, because their fees are 
less than $4 000 a year. It could also take some of the pressure off state schools. That is because most of the 
funding that goes to independent schools comes from the federal government. Therefore, that would be a clever 
way of moving the expense to the federal government and away from the state budget. But I guess we will need 
to see what issues will arise from this decision that we will need to address. 

I am pleased to see in this budget the commitment to continue to improve community sports facilities. There is 
$6 million in this budget for the Hartfield Park sports complex in Forrestfield. We are very hopeful that we will 
see a similar amount in next year’s budget for the Canning Vale sports complex on Clifton Road, which I have 
been working on for some time. In the last budget we were given $500 000, and $500 000 in the forward 
estimates for this year. There is nothing in the forward estimates in this year’s budget, but I am not distressed 
about that because we have spent only $100 000 of the $500 000 allocated last year on preliminary 
investigations. The groundwater studies are underway, and the investigations into the perched watertable, 
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whether there will be enough water to irrigate the fields and the cost of reticulation et cetera are being carried 
out. Once that is complete, the Department of Planning will assess the site, and I note that it has $35 000 in its 
budget for that purpose. That will leave us with $400 000 to move it to the next stage. The public will soon have 
the opportunity to comment on the master plan, which is almost finalised and should be available towards the 
end of next month. The remaining funds from the $500 000 will be used this financial year for detailed planning 
to get a true indicative cost. I believe that we will see in the next budget some significant funding for the next 
stage of construction. I have spoken to the minister and he has assured me that the government is committed to 
moving this project forward. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P. ABETZ: Also in my electorate, there is the issue of the Jandakot eastern access road from Ranford Road 
to the Jandakot airport, because Jandakot airport needs another access road for safety and traffic flow issues. I 
note that there is $235 000 in the budget of the Department of Planning to move that forward. That road will also 
be the access road to the sports facility on Clifton Road. In a sense, the sports facility is dependent on the 
Jandakot eastern access road going through. 

There are some pretty amazing people in my electorate who contribute so much to the community. I want to 
mention Ann Nisbet, who is suffering from cancer, and has done for quite some years, yet she continues to 
contribute to the wellbeing of the residents of my electorate and beyond. She has been concerned about the 
possible impact of silica dust from a quarry near the Lumen Christi College in Gosnells, which is outside my 
electorate. She was so concerned about the impact that that might have on the students and staff—she used to 
work at the college at one stage—she funded some of the analysis of samples. I am encouraged that the new 
principal of Lumen Christi is committed to investigating this matter further. This work will be a great legacy that 
Ann leaves for this community. It shows that even when a person is struggling with cancer, they can still make a 
meaningful contribution to the community. 

Even though I do not have any farms in my electorate, I take a very keen interest in agriculture. Much has been 
said about the $300 million in agricultural research funding, and I believe that is a very timely investment. 
Farming is very different from any other form of business. The rural sector needs a different form of finance 
access from that for the normal kind of business. When I worked at the agriculture department in Tasmania in 
the 1970s, there was what was then called the Agricultural Bank. Farm advisory officers were responsible for 
considering the applications that farmers sent to the Agricultural Bank. We would assess the application, write a 
report, send it to the Agricultural Bank and the board would decide whether to grant finance. That finance was 
provided at five per cent interest. At that time there was significant readjustment going on in the rural sector in 
Tasmania, so that finance with an interest rate of five per cent enabled farmers to perhaps buy the property next 
door to expand their farm to remain viable or to modernise or build a new dairy for milking cows to reduce their 
costs. Where would that money come from if we were to do something similar in Western Australia? We need to 
do that not only in Western Australia, but also across the whole of Australia. Why is it necessary? The prices of 
farming properties have dropped and they are difficult to sell. I was told recently by a farmer in the wheatbelt 
that when his property was worth $3 million and he had 66 per cent equity, he owed the bank only one-third, but 
now his equity is at a point at which the bank considers him to be a risk and, bang, his interest rate has jumped to 
19 per cent. That guarantees the failure of that farm. There are simply no two ways about it. The farm is still the 
same, the machinery is still there and he has the same skills, but all of a sudden the bank is guaranteeing the 
failure of that farm by charging 19 per cent interest. 

All members have superannuation and we make choices about how we invest our money. I would certainly be 
willing to invest a certain percentage of my superannuation in the rural sector at a five per cent fixed interest 
rate. I have talked about that idea for the past year or two with different people, and I have found that, in the 
community at large, there is widespread support. People are saying, “Yes, I would invest some of my 
superannuation in that.” With so much superannuation money chasing the share market and other investments, it 
may be a positive thing to have another area in which superannuation funds can invest their money. If I had 
received a guaranteed five per cent interest rate in my superannuation fund for every year for the last 10 or 12 
years, I would have done an awfully lot better than I have done. I put on the record that that is an issue that we 
would do well to consider. 

In closing, I will comment on the speech made yesterday by the member for Maylands, who is currently in the 
chair, so I am sorry that she is not able to interject should she wish to do so. The member used her time quite 
appropriately to talk about whatever she liked, and I want to pick up on her remarks about the issue of gay 
marriage. I note that she said in her speech that 10 per cent of the population identifies as same-sex attracted. 
That figure is often bandied about. Interestingly, that figure came about from the publication of 
Dr Alfred Kinsey. Dr Alfred Kinsey has now been exposed as what we would today call a paedophile. The 
experiments that he did on children would put him in jail today. His so-called 10 per cent figure came from 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 15 August 2013] 

 p3576d-3594a 
Mr John McGrath; Acting Speaker; Ms Josie Farrer; Mr Peter Abetz; Mr Chris Hatton; Mr Dean Nalder; Ms 

Wendy Duncan; Mr Troy Buswell 

 [11] 

interviewing long-term prisoners in an all-male prison in the United States. Ten per cent of the long-term male 
prisoners in that prison were engaged in homosexual contact. On that basis, he says that 10 per cent of the 
population is same-sex oriented, which is hardly a proper scientific conclusion. Indeed, Dr Judith Reisman and 
Edward W. Eichel wrote a book entitled Kinsey, Sex and Fraud: The Indoctrination of a People. I heartily 
recommend that book, which has been around for a while, to see what has been going on in that area.  

It is interesting that in the Netherlands, where same-sex marriage has been legal since the very early 2000s, 
fewer than 10 per cent of same-sex couples have actually exercised the right to marry. When asked why not, they 
say that it is because it is not marriage. As someone once said, it does not matter how often we call a circle a 
square; it does not make it a square. It is not discrimination to call a circle a circle and a square a square; they are 
two different things, so we use different words to describe them. I put it to this house that although there is no 
doubt that people in same-sex relationships value their relationships, they are different from marriage 
relationships, and we cannot escape that. 

Mr P. Papalia: How does that relate to the percentage of gay people in the community? 

Mr P. ABETZ: In Australia? About one to two per cent. 

Mr P. Papalia: How does the contention that you just put forward relate to the percentage of gay people? 

Mr P. ABETZ: Ten per cent of all those who are in permanent relationships in the Netherlands have chosen to 
exercise the right to marry; it is 10 per cent of those who are in that kind of relationship. 
In the couple of minutes I have left, I want to add something that will change the subject a little. I believe that 
one of the pressures we are feeling on our budgets is the cost of family breakdown. In 2010, Access Economics 
was commissioned by the federal government to quantify in economic terms the value provided by positive 
family functioning and to conduct a cost–benefit analysis to establish the returns to government and society on 
investments made in supporting family functioning. The 153-page report measured three broad areas of outcome: 
health outcomes, observed through the occurrence of anxiety and depression, obesity and substance abuse; 
productivity outcomes, reflected in secondary and tertiary educational achievements and impact on lifetime 
earnings; and social outcomes, measured through antisocial behaviours and so on. 

Access Economics’ conclusion was staggering. The net present value of benefits from intervening in childhood 
and adolescence to prevent poor outcomes later in life was in the order of $5.4 billion per annum, in 2010 
dollars. This recognises that intervention costs money today, but that benefits are realised for a long time into the 
future, giving a very positive return. Under this methodology, Access Economics estimated productivity gains at 
$2.9 billion per annum. An amount of $1.2 billion was saved from fewer addictions each year and $0.6 billion 
from fewer cases of anxiety and depression, and $0.5 billion could be attributed to a lower incidence of criminal 
behaviour and $0.3 billion from a reduction in obesity. These findings were based on the rigorous analysis of 
two longitudinal studies—one for children aged up to nine years and the other for older children. The key finding 
of the report was that positive family functioning is economically and socially valuable and that value can be 
quantitatively measured using the extensive and detailed “cost of illness” methodology traditionally adopted to 
analyse interventions in the health sector. 

Similar results have come from research carried out in the United States and in other places. I believe that one of 
the things we really need to do as a government, in an ongoing way, is to ensure that we do all that we can to 
assist families to be a stable environment for kids to grow up in, and many of the things that we have in our 
budget serve to achieve that. 

MR C.D. HATTON (Balcatta) [4.03 pm]: I rise to contribute to debate on the Appropriation (Consolidated 
Account) Recurrent 2013–14 Bill 2013 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Capital 2013–14 Bill 
2013. This is a responsible budget that takes into consideration the massive changes impacting on our economy. 
The Liberal–National government has previously delivered responsible budgets that have enabled strong 
economic outcomes for Western Australians. Since 2008, this government has done what is necessary for this 
great state to prosper in times of worldwide economic and fiscal gloom. We are the most robust of all the states, 
contributing to the overall sustainability of the whole country.  

The Liberal–National government has encouraged business and mining investment. The growth of the mining 
sector has helped sustain small and medium businesses and business enterprise, which has provided employment 
and opportunities for individuals and families. The rate of growth in recent years has been strong; population 
growth in Western Australia has been enormous. More than 1 000 people are moving to Western Australia each 
week, which represents more than 75 000 people each year in recent years. There is no doubt that this growth has 
placed increasing pressure on our infrastructure—that is, hospitals, housing, roads and essential services. Over 
recent years, this government has managed this growth with strong fiscal planning. When hospitals have had to 
be built or upgraded, this government has responded for the people of Western Australia. There has been 
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massive investment in hospitals over the last term of government; Fiona Stanley Hospital is to be opened next 
year and the new children’s hospital is under construction. There is also investment in hospitals in Midland, 
Joondalup, Busselton, Kalgoorlie and Albany, including both city and regional hospitals. They are being 
refurbished, upgraded and built. Medical provision in Western Australia is amongst the best in the world; we are 
a world leader, and this government is still investing in hospitals and has a responsible plan for staffing and 
management for the future. Health infrastructure investment will exceed several billion dollars over the forward 
estimates, and it is hard to question that sort of investment in people’s health. 
When schools have had to be built, this government has responded and met the needs of our young. There are 
five new schools near completion, and a further four to be built by 2015. More than $100 million is being spent 
on building high schools and colleges, and $230 million is being invested in accommodation for the new year 7 
cohort to enter high school in 2015 and beyond. This is necessary planning and investment in educating our 
society to prosper in the future. Education, as I have said before in this chamber, is the benchmark of our society. 

Policing, law and order, and protecting the people of Western Australia are always major priorities of this 
Liberal–National government. This budget will deliver 550 new police officers, to be recruited over the next four 
years, and 80 officers in 2013–14. More than $280 million will be invested over the next four years so that 
people can feel safe in this great state. We owe it to the people of Western Australia to be a committed 
government that provides safe environments, with the capacity to assist people in need and to arrest offenders. 
We need police on the beat, and the announcement of extra funding—$282 million—for the plan to free up the 
court systems means that officers can be back out policing the streets. That is what people expect and what this 
government will do. People in my electorate of Balcatta, many of whom are elderly, will welcome greater police 
visibility and access. 

At the March 2013 state election, the people of Western Australia put their faith in this government, realising 
that it would deliver for the good of communities. It has delivered, it is still delivering, and it will continue to 
deliver, even in this challenging economic climate. Our economy is now changing; mining sector investment is 
in transition, with a movement away from construction. The drivers of growth have changed; our resource 
revenue base is less and declining GST revenue could seriously impact on the people of Western Australia. That 
is why this budget is responsible; it recognises the changing economy and what needs to be done. The Western 
Australian economy is forecast to grow by 3.25 per cent in 2013–14, which is the highest growth forecast for any 
state this year.  

How do we move forward in difficult times and continue to have fiscal sustainability? The presented budget is 
embedded with a $6.8 billion fiscal action plan providing an operating surplus of $386 million in 2013–14 
following an estimated surplus of $235 million in 2012–13. The fiscal action plan responds to significant 
pressure on the state to deliver services and infrastructure. There are significant demand pressures; for example, 
over 8 000 entered the public school system in semester 1 this year. This government is investing an estimated 
$582 million in 2013–14 and a total of $1.5 billion over the forward estimates into school infrastructure. In the 
four years up to 2011–12 there was a 6.9 per cent increase per annum in emergency presentations to WA 
hospitals—well above the national average of 4.3 per cent. The enormous population growth pressure in WA has 
put demands on hospitals. However, this government has policies and practices in place, such as the four-hour 
rule in emergency presentations, and has responded to people’s medical requirements. A very good example of 
this is Fremantle Hospital, which has become an example of best practice for the whole of Australia. I 
congratulate the Minister for Health on his excellent vision and persistence in meeting the health needs of the 
people of Western Australia.  
Another demand pressure relates to transport and roads. Public transport boardings reached 150 million people in 
2012–13, up from 144 million in the previous year. Only 90.5 million boardings were recorded in 2003–04. We 
can see that rapid population expansion is putting pressure on public transport. Nearly 100 000 more vehicles 
were registered in 2012–13 than were registered in the previous year, and 2.2 million vehicles are now on WA 
roads. There is clearly a high demand on road and transport requirements. As every commuter knows, traffic 
congestion and public transport are key issues that people want action on. The Liberal–National government is 
committed to deliver road and rail infrastructure to this state. This is what the people of WA want and need. We 
are a government that will respond and deliver. The combined asset investment program of the Department of 
Transport, Main Roads and the Public Transport Authority is a record $1.7 billion in 2013–14. Over the next 
four years until 2016–17, this government has committed a total of $5.7 billion to transport infrastructure—a 
further increase in investment than over the past four years. As we have heard before in this chamber, this 
investment is the equivalent of four Perth–Mandurah rail lines. It is a far better infrastructure investment than the 
previous state Labor government could ever deliver.  
I am very pleased that this budget includes a housing supply package in the response to the need for housing. 
There is great pressure on housing stock in Perth city and beyond, and this government will expand affordable 
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rental properties under the national rental affordability scheme. The government will re-target the first home 
buyer grant and will look towards simplifying and streamlining residential planning and building approvals. I see 
great benefits to builders, homebuyers and those in the rental market. Affordable housing, ownership and rental 
are key issues in the Balcatta electorate, and these budget measures and strategies will help people. An additional 
$47.8 million will be allocated to the national rental affordability scheme.  

I am confident that this budget will deliver real outcomes for the people of Western Australia. Essential services 
needs will be met in health, education, and law and order, and transport needs and road infrastructure will be 
delivered in a measured way. Road congestion will continue to be addressed by this budget.  

The budget fiscal action plan is responsible in that it reflects the tough decisions that have needed to be taken to 
secure the future of Western Australia. As has been said before, declining GST revenue imposed unfairly by the 
federal Labor government has had a major impact on state finances. To offset declining revenue input, this 
government’s budget has introduced necessary, sensible and considered reform measures that will benefit all. 
There will be a reform of government service delivery models and flexibility will be brought into public sector 
workforce management. A voluntary severance scheme has been offered to many people and will continue to be 
offered; the uptake is expected to be high. It will be of benefit to many public sector workers and to the state, 
with savings of over $350 million in the forward estimates. The new public sector wages policy will create 
savings.  

There will be modest tax increases and the introduction of a $4 000-a-year public school tuition fee for the 
children of 457 visa holders to partly cover the costs of educating these children will offer revenue gains. As a 
long-term schoolteacher prior to entering Parliament, I know many a time when I was in the classroom when I 
struggled to find a way to teach literacy to new Australians and children of 457 visa holders. These were good 
people—great people—but the burden on the schoolteacher in the classroom became great. We have to employ 
more teacher assistants and bring in new programs, and there is a definite difficulty in resourcing that. The 
system needs a little input, and this is a very good and fair way of doing that.  

The savings gained from tax measures and public sector reform will offset deficits and continue to allow 
Western Australians to have essential services and quality infrastructure. Many will welcome the large 
infrastructure programs that are in addition to hospitals, education, rail and road. In the CBD, Elizabeth Quay 
and the Perth stadium will become focal inner-city destinations, adding to the vibrancy of the city. Royalties for 
regions in country WA will remain strong and supportive of the needs of country populations. I congratulate the 
Liberal–National government on the management and implementation of royalties for regions.  

In my electorate of Balcatta, people will continue to have opportunities and benefits from this budget. The 
budget will deliver to Balcatta a major upgrade for Reid Highway between Erindale and Duffy Roads. This will 
greatly ease traffic congestion in that busy area and improve safety for road users. Reid Highway, from Erindale 
Road to the freeway, will become safer and quicker to traverse. It will be a major benefit to road users, including 
me and my family.  

Osborne Park Hospital, in my electorate, will have a major parking and public transport upgrade. Outpatients, 
hospital employees, local residents and hospital visitors will benefit from a multimillion-dollar budget 
commitment to upgrade the Osborne Park Hospital precinct. This hospital provides a vast range of services and 
the upgrade of the precinct will be well received by hospital patrons and employees. I also welcome the decision 
to fund a much-needed bus shelter outside the hospital. It is a small investment, but a necessary one. This bus 
shelter will be welcomed by those who use public transport, especially elderly people, and those people who 
attend the hospital.  
In my electorate, West Balcatta Primary School’s administration block is undergoing renewal. The upgrade is a 
demonstration of the government’s commitment to infrastructure, in this case in schools. Five of the 10 schools 
in my electorate now have 40-kilometre-an-hour flashing lights in school zones, as Tuart Hill Primary School 
now has them too. This government’s commitment to install 40-kilometre-an-hour flashing lights at every school 
in Western Australia—more than 900 schools—in the next four years is a significant investment in children’s 
safety. I am of the belief that the other five schools in my electorate will soon also have those very necessary 
safety measures.  

The KidSport program is a great program.  

Mr N.W. Morton: It is a good program.  

Mr C.D. HATTON: As a former teacher, the member for Forrestfield knows about this program. Young 
children participate in physical activity for their own wellbeing and to engage in the community. The KidSport 
program benefits children and families. Due to this investment in this fantastic program, young children are 
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becoming more engaged. A teacher at Osborne Primary School in my electorate has engaged a range of children 
from different backgrounds—it is a multicultural school—in football, basketball and other events inside and 
outside the school. She has gone out to the community and educated them on the KidSport program, so the 
uptake has been fantastic.  
[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr C.D. HATTON: The government has committed $200 to every child who applies for this grant for 
uniforms, sporting equipment and other needs. It really engages kids.  

I will visit Osborne Primary School in a couple of weeks to present this teacher with an award, which she 
thoroughly deserves.  
This government continues to support the very, very successful independent public schools program. In my 
electorate, a number of schools have already taken up this program. I know that it is working very well. The 
government is prepared to invest in not only the infrastructure of schools and education, but also how those 
schools are run, operated and staffed. I look forward to that further commitment.  

This budget is a responsible budget. It meets the demands of the changing economy and the needs of Western 
Australians. It delivers broadly across communities. It will deliver real benefits to Western Australians and to 
people in my electorate. I congratulate the Premier, Deputy Premier, Treasurer and cabinet on delivering a 
sensible budget.  
MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove) [4.24 pm]: I stand in support of the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) 
Recurrent 2013–14 Bill 2013 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Capital 2013–14 Bill 2013 and in so 
doing stand in support of the Premier and the Treasurer of Western Australia. I start my speech today by looking 
at the events of the past week and commending the Premier and cabinet. Wise words were once said: success 
seems to be connected with action. Successful organisations keep moving; they make mistakes, but they never 
quit. Our Premier and government have demonstrated that they are taking action to get things done with a clear 
vision for this state. It is not difficult to see the achievements around our state and in metropolitan Perth. We 
have committed $7.5 billion for infrastructure improvements in this financial year alone. An unprecedented 
$26.9 billion is committed to infrastructure investment over the next four years. It will be spent on hospitals, 
benchmarked by Fiona Stanley Hospital and a new children’s hospital, and schools.  
As our cities grow to the north, south and west, money will be spent on rail and roads to meet record population 
growth. We are investing in entertainment precincts through linking Northbridge and Chinatown with our city 
and developing the Perth Arena, Elizabeth Quay and a new stadium at Burswood. We are investing in law and 
order in our community, with 550 new officers on the beat and eight new magistrates in the courts. In education, 
we will spend an average of $15 621 per student this year, which is an increase of $513 a student from last year. 
We will invest $1.5 billion to build new schools and improve existing schools. My electorate is fortunate to 
receive an additional $19 million to finish the redevelopment of Applecross Senior High School. Metro Area 
Express light rail will connect the growing northern suburbs and the Perth CBD, and from Victoria Park in the 
east to the QEII Medical Centre in Nedlands in the west. This will drive growth and link communities that are 
independent from the city and create new hubs for trades, services and local community. This budget has a focus 
on these local communities. An amount of $15 million has been committed to bike paths, while $40.7 million 
has been committed to camping sites and low-cost holidays statewide. An amount of $10.3 million will be spent 
over three years to upgrade 23 police and community youth centres.  

For regional areas, $300 million over five years will go to WA farmers to capitalise on the Asian demand for 
produce. An amount of $40 million will go to agricultural research and development. An amount of $20 million 
will be spent to beat pests and disease. There will a targeted review of residential planning and building approval 
processes.  
This government has not forgotten those who need our assistance most. There are senior concessions of up 
to $1 412 per annum. The hardship utility grants will be provided on top of an annual average power subsidy of 
$369 a household. An amount of $47.8 million will go towards affordable housing. The list is comprehensive 
and dynamic. The budget is focused and it has its priorities right and all at a time when Western Australia is 
facing economic and social pressures not seen for many generations.  
A government focused on action will, on occasion, misstep. On Monday morning, the Premier had the courage to 
admit a mistake and immediately resolve the issue following extensive community consultation over the 
weekend. I applaud the Premier and cabinet for the speed and manner in which the feed-in tariff issue was 
resolved. We now need to move on. Much more needs to be done.  
A matter of public interest is an opportunity for the opposition to debate an issue that it feels is impacting the 
community unfairly, an issue that requires the attention of this place over all other business of the day. On 
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Tuesday, the Leader of the Opposition chose the feed-in tariff as the topic of his MPI. Given the government’s 
swift and decisive action, those opposite were left with little to argue. We were subjected to an MPI on a matter 
that had become of little importance. However disappointing, this is not surprising.  

A focus on recent contributions from those opposite shines a light on the ineptitude of the opposition and 
reinforces why Labor is in opposition and why it should not be trusted to be anything but in opposition. I have 
sat quietly and listened closely to the words of my colleagues opposite as they have delivered their budget replies 
in this place. Repetition is a common theme. Criticism of the level of state debt has been popular. So has their 
willingness to offer additional policy after policy that would ignorantly balloon the problem. It is easy to criticise 
when in opposition. It is easy to make promises when in opposition. It is also laughable to think that should the 
Labor Party come to government in the future, it would become fiscal conservatives and — 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Let us look at the policies and promises the Labor Party has offered their electorates in their 
contributions to this debate.  
Dr A.D. Buti interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P. Abetz): Member for Armadale, I call you for the first time.   

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you for the second time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Let us look at the policies and promises the Labor Party has offered the electorate in its 
members’ contributions to the debate on these bills. I can only assume that these policies, if the opposition were 
to form government, would become their policies of the day. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I will go through the list quickly, and there is quite a list. I have had the opportunity to 
review — 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Listen quietly, member. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I do not want to put you on a third call.   

Mr D.C. NALDER: Let us look at what every member of the opposition has had to say. Let us start with 
Metronet at $5.2 billion; the Metronet wi-fi, $1 million; the redevelopment of Royal Perth Hospital, 
$180 million; the mentioned Serco contract and over the term of the contract, $560 million; primary schools in 
Kwinana, $15 million; further widening of Kwinana Freeway from Armadale Road to Kwinana, $84 million—I 
have made rough estimates here because I have not had a lot of time, and this is what I have come up with—the 
Back on Track strategy, an additional $20 million; a 24-hour Ballajura police station, $12 million; an Ellenbrook 
swimming pool, $7 million; a pipeline, $9.5 million; extra Albany Hospital funding, $20 million; Princess Royal 
Drive, $3.8 million; the extra funding to Great Southern — 

Mr P. Papalia: They are your government’s promises.  

Mr D.C. NALDER: I am interpreting what members of the opposition have said over the past two days and I 
assume that their wishes would become policy. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I do not want to have to call you to order again. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The grandparent scheme, $3.6 million; more funding for Katanning victims—I do not have 
a figure; the Albany ring-road, $1 million; the removal of train station parking fees, $20 million; a dialysis 
machine in Albany, $55 000 — 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Here is an interesting one—9.2 per cent for environmental agencies, $18 million. What the 
opposition has not done is — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 15 August 2013] 

 p3576d-3594a 
Mr John McGrath; Acting Speaker; Ms Josie Farrer; Mr Peter Abetz; Mr Chris Hatton; Mr Dean Nalder; Ms 

Wendy Duncan; Mr Troy Buswell 

 [16] 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you for the first time. Somehow the member for 
Warnbro has dropped off the list here, but I have been told that he has been called twice before but he is not on 
my list, unless I cannot read the writing, so the member is very fortunate—there it is, I could not read the 
writing, sorry. I have called the member for Warnbro for the third time, so you need to watch your mouth.  
Mr D.C. NALDER: What is interesting is that members opposite claim an extra $18 million for the 9.2 per cent 
they claim is missing from the budget for environmental agencies. Closer inspection of that suggests that we 
have actually budgeted for a 2.2 per cent increase already, so I am unsure why they want the extra $18 million. I 
will continue reading out the list: the axing of community grants program, $6 million; environmental awards, 
$100 000; and high tide and storm surge, $600 000.  

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Interjections are appropriate but not repeated so as to drown out the 
speaker. I will accept a short interjection, but not one that drowns out the speaker. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. I will spend a little time on this next item—the pastoral 
land lease buyback that was announced by the shadow Minister for Environment. Are the pastoralists of the 
north west aware that the shadow minister said we should not reissue leases when they come up for renewal on 
30 June 2015? I will give a little credit here because if I read into the detail, he suggested we should force 
buyback for only 72 per cent of the leases that exist in Western Australia. What would that cost? This is what I 
would consider as a policy moving forward, and rough estimates on improved land would suggest that the cost 
would be in the vicinity of $1 billion. That does not take into consideration the 2.5 million cattle sitting out there 
if, all of a sudden, members opposite decided to force buyback of these leases. I do not know what they would 
do with that, but that is another $1 billion that I will just leave out for now. Members opposite talked about 
environmental works for Canning River of $300 000; an upgrade to the Canning Vale and Gosnells Police 
Stations, $10 million; the removal of a $4 000 fee for 457 visa holders’ children over four years, $120 million; 
the Armadale justice centre, $100 million; keeping the ophthalmology ward open at Armadale–Kelmscott 
Memorial Hospital, $5.2 million; the Paganoni Road train station, $63 million — 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The orthopaedic service in Mandurah over four years, $40 million—I can stop this at any 
time but it just keeps going—20 police officers in Mandurah, $2.75 million; the conservation grants scheme, 
$5 million; a third lane for Shelley Bridge, $80 million; the bridge in Millbridge, $18 million; local high schools 
for the member for Collie–Preston, $6.5 million; LED streetlights, $5 million; the Katanning Police Station, 
$12 million; heavy rail along Reid Highway, $720 million; the Equal Opportunity Commission of Western 
Australia, $150 000; additional tourism spending, $24 million; the electricity price cap—which I have not 
calculated but the member for Midland indicated that they would cap that—is another expense that is not in the 
numbers at this point; the Midland railway station, $30 million; and the Midland university, $22 million. This 
spending is in the vicinity of $8.5 billion–plus.  

Here comes the real point. Interestingly, when the Deputy Leader of the Opposition asked for a new primary 
school, he was asked if this would contribute to increased debt and he said, “It is paid for by increased economic 
management.” I am reasonably well-versed in economics and finance, but I really do not understand what he 
means. When I consider financial levers, we have either revenue, which is increased tax, or expense, which is 
starting to tackle the public sector reform, and is what we are trying to do. I do not know what the Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition intends. By not increasing debt, I assume, if he were in power, that he would either start 
increasing tax or start cutting recurrent spending. I would like him to clarify that. If we were to give no credence 
to the ambit claims that opposition members have made throughout their two days of speaking, how can we give 
any credence to the arguments on state debt? Labor has no credibility on economic and financial matters.  

Several members interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! The member for Alfred Cove has the call. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: This government understands the challenges it faces in trying to position Western Australia 
for the future. It understands the volatility and risks it must face with commodity prices and exchange rates and it 
will not shirk from this responsibility to deliver the best possible outcome for Western Australia, and in so doing, 
where it makes mistakes, taking ownership of that concern, fixing it and moving on. This budget includes a 
$67.8 billion fiscal action plan over four years with new revenue measures, public sector reforms, targeted 
savings and program evaluation. A new approach to program and service evaluation will be embedded across the 
public sector with recurrent savings of $150 million over the forward estimates, and further net debt savings of 
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$200 million also targeted. We will rationalise existing programs and activities that are no longer a priority and 
do not provide value. This measure is expected to save $52 million in this financial year, and a total of 
$422 million in expenditure across the next four years. These are good reforms and I look forward to their 
success and to this government extending them further. This government understands the challenges in the near 
future and longer term of controlling and drawing down our debt position. We have our eye on the ball and the 
faith of the electorate to make this our key priority for the coming period. We commit to this, which places this 
at the fore of all government activities, because in the end fiscally conservative government is just as popular in 
the community as grand projects and handout sweeteners. I look forward to working with all my parliamentary 
colleagues across party lines as we work through what is one of the most exciting but challenging times for 
Western Australia.  
MS W.M. DUNCAN (Kalgoorlie — Deputy Speaker) [4.39 pm]: I know that everybody thought they were 
going home, but I beg members’ indulgence for a few minutes to conclude this debate on the Appropriation 
(Consolidated Account) Capital 2013–14 Bill 2013 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Recurrent 
2013–14 Bill 2013. I note that this budget really is a new era for development in the goldfields. In tight 
budgetary circumstances, it is really great to see that the goldfields will benefit from over $100 million in 
expenditure across various programs in 2013–14 and that we will be able to make a start on the long-awaited 
Esperance revitalisation plan. The most exciting news of all is the $6.2 million commitment to secure the future 
of the Goldfields Arts Centre. This is an acknowledgment of the people of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, who made their 
voices well and truly heard on the need for that arts centre to be refurbished, for it to continue and for its 
ownership to be clarified. I thank the Premier and the Minister for Regional Development for their commitment 
to the Goldfields Arts Centre. This funding will certainly go a long way towards enabling that arts centre to 
deliver art and entertainment in the twenty-first century and, in particular, to host the Regional Arts Australia 
National Conference and Festival in 2014 in Kalgoorlie–Boulder.  

The $6.2 million for the Goldfields Arts Centre is part of the $186 million Goldfields–Esperance revitalisation 
fund. That fund also includes funding for a new Kalgoorlie–Boulder community high school, $38 million for 
passing lanes on Great Eastern Highway and $96.8 million for local governments and the Goldfields–Esperance 
Development Commission to fund the priorities that have been identified in their strategic development plan, 
into which they have all put a great deal of effort. On top of that, they will benefit from the $16 million allocated 
from royalties for regions for the regional centres development plan, which will help major centres like 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder to plan for the future by setting out their growth plans and economic development plans. I 
am also very pleased to see the support for small business through the changes in payroll tax, the buy-local 
initiative and small business development centres. This is a time that is pretty important in Kalgoorlie–Boulder 
and the goldfields. With the price of gold going down and pressures on the mining industry, it is good to see that 
these supports are there for small business.  

There are two programs in particular that I am pleased will be continued. The first is the wild dog management 
plan, with $2.3 million allocated over four years. That program, which was under royalties for regions, was 
about to conclude. The government has recognised the fact that wild dogs are a really big problem in the pastoral 
areas and have actually meant that many pastoralists are now unable to continue to run small stock. I am also 
very pleased to see the exploration incentive scheme continued, with $54.6 million for that program. It is 
interesting to note that the exploration incentive scheme was considered so important in last year’s budget that it 
was to be taken back under consolidated revenue. However, given the very tight financial circumstances, the 
scheme looked like it might not continue. I am very pleased that it is now back under the wings of royalties for 
regions, because over the last four years $40 million of co-funded drilling has been undertaken, supporting over 
377 projects. Not only that, but also the funding has assisted with the undertaking of geophysical surveys across 
the state and online tenement applications and approvals, which hopefully are making a real difference with one 
of those big issues that the mining industry talks about a lot—red tape.  

The $6.2 million for the Goldfields Arts Centre is augmented by the $24 million in royalties for regions funding 
for the regional arts program, which will help arts groups, touring performances and Aboriginal art centres. I 
draw the attention of members to one program that I really hope will benefit from this. NG Media does great 
work out in the Ngaanyatjarra lands. They have a program called community for community where they are 
training up the local people in film, television, music and radio. The aim of the program is to help preserve their 
culture and language and ensure that it is passed on to the young people. This is a way to preserve their stories, 
songs and lives for others in the region to enjoy and hear. They are doing a fantastic job. I went and had a look at 
the NG Media premises in Wingellina last year. It is just an oasis out there. The kids are thoroughly enjoying it. 
There is some highly skilled work going on out there. The product they are delivering is going into the 
mainstream media.  
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A few other things that are really beneficial to my region include the $2.9 million in funding to help visitor 
centres; $6.6 million, or $30 000 each, to upgrade community pools; the really great assistance of $1 million in 
funding to assist young, talented athletes with their travel costs to get to training; and, of course, the emergency 
services funding, which has been touched on by other members. The other part of that is the $2 000 fuel card for 
volunteer emergency service groups in regional areas. That will certainly be a great recognition of the incredible 
work volunteers do in regional areas.  

Telehealth services, which are making a great deal of difference in regional areas, are also being funded. They 
will be a hub, particularly in the goldfields. I have seen the telehealth set-up at the Laverton health centre. It is 
certainly making a great deal of difference. I heard firsthand of a person who had been quite severely injured in a 
car accident and was brought into the hospital and dealt with extremely well using telehealth. I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate four staff from the Laverton Hospital who have been nominated for this year’s 
WA Nursing and Midwifery Excellence Awards. When they were interviewed about their jobs, they said how 
much the telehealth service was making a difference. Those staff are Christine Stubberfield, who is a finalist in 
the primary and community care category, Elissa Stout, Jasmine Brown and Kirsten Fleming, all from the WA 
Country Health Service. My congratulations go to those girls. They have been in Laverton for a long time. They 
love where they live and they are delivering an excellent service. That is great news.  
I mentioned earlier that Kalgoorlie–Boulder and the goldfields are feeling the pressure of reduced mining 
activity, so it was a pleasure the other day to accompany the Minister for Corrective Services in turning the first 
sod at the regional prison. That is a $232 million project, with a strong commitment to use local businesses and 
employ local people. It will provide a great benefit to the people of Kalgoorlie–Boulder. I had the pleasure of 
watching the development of the West Kimberley Regional Prison near Derby from planning right through 
almost to completion as member for the Mining and Pastoral Region. I was very impressed with the Department 
of Corrective Services and how it was managing that project.  
Mr C.J. Barnett: That is fantastic. The prison will be fantastic; as good as it gets.  

Ms W.M. DUNCAN: Just the sensitivity to the cultural needs of the Aboriginal people who will be in those 
prisons is something for which I would be really grateful if the minister would pass on credit to his officers. I 
really look forward to seeing a similar outcome in Kalgoorlie–Boulder.  

In addition to the goldfields revitalisation fund there is funding under the regional development fund, the 
regional grants program and the regional strategic projects, which will assist with other great projects in the 
goldfields. I will endeavour to talk about those on another occasion because I know that we have all had a very 
long week and are looking forward to heading home.  

One thing I would like to do just in the last couple of minutes is to follow on from the earlier acknowledgement 
by the Minister for Regional Development of the 100th anniversary of the National Party. Since 2004 I have been 
working on putting a book together that recounts the history of this great little party. We started off with Heather 
Dreyer and John Saint—John being a distinguished service medal holder of the Nationals—endeavouring to do 
this on a voluntary basis. Unfortunately, they are no longer with us—either of them—which has really set the 
project back. I record my grateful thanks to Associate Professor Lenore Layman, who took up this project to help 
me co-edit and complete this book. She is doing that really for the love of it and making a huge deal of 
difference with the assistance of Associate Professor Bobbie Oliver and Dr Ron Chapman. Our little party was 
established out of the Farmers and Settlers’ Association, which was formed in 1913. Its members then set about 
standing for seats in Parliament in the 1914 elections. Two Country Party representatives, Charles F. Baxter and 
H. Carson, were elected to the Legislative Council in May 1914. Then in the Legislative Assembly election 
Francis Edward Sykes Willmott and Harry Griffiths, James Gardiner, Alfred Piesse, Henry Hickmont, John 
Cunningham, Charles Wansbrough and Thomas Harrison were elected. I draw attention to the first leader of the 
Nationals, James Gardiner, who is a forebear of Hon Phil Gardiner, a member of the previous government; 
Henry Hickmont is a forebear of Hon Brendon Grylls; and of course Francis Edward Sykes Willmott is a 
forebear of well-known Western Australian Deidre Willmott. We are therefore all very proud to see our little 
party make it to 100 years. Now, having got the manuscript pretty well complete for our book, we are looking 
forward to finding the money to get it printed. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I’m sure R for R will be able to help out! 

Ms W.M. DUNCAN: I am working on that! 

On that note, I thank you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr I.C. Blayney), and other members of the house for allowing 
me this time. I greatly the appreciate the budget and what it will do for the seat of Kalgoorlie. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Treasurer) [4.52 pm] — in reply: In the hour or so available to me I look 
forward to winding up the business of the house on the second reading debate on the budget for this year. I am 
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not going to say much, other than firstly to extend my surprise to members opposite at the extent to which I 
understand they missed me earlier today. For their information, as may have been relayed, I was in Port Hedland 
where Fortescue Metals Group officially commissioned its new ship loader and port at what is known as 
Anderson Point 5. 
Of course it was a day tinged with sorrow because a contractor on the FMG site lost his life at work last night. It 
really reminds everybody of the dangers of working in an industry that is so important to the state. It has had a 
good record of late of course in that space, but no-one expects to go to work and not come home. I am sure, Mr 
Speaker, on behalf of members present and those not present, I can extend our sympathies to that particular 
young man, to his family and to his workmates. I will make one observation. We were not at that site; we were at 
the port. But I got a real appreciation today of the genuine concern about that outcome by the senior executives 
of that company who were gathered for the official opening of the port facility. I can say, having witnessed it 
firsthand, that their desire to respond appropriately was very, very high. Their concern obviously for the family, 
the friends and the workmates of that individual was significant and appropriate. To be frank, amazed is not the 
word to describe my feelings, but it really had an impact on me to see how something like that impacted on an 
entire organisation from the most senior executives down through the organisation. Our prayers are of course 
with his family and workmates and let us hope that sort of thing does not happen again for a long time in the 
state. 

I suppose the flip side is that we were opening a facility there that will take FMG’s capacity through that small 
part of Australia to 155 million tonnes of iron ore per annum. That is a lot of economic activity out of one very 
small part of Western Australia. Considering that the current sale price of iron ore is up around $US140 a tonne, 
that is an enormous amount of wealth being generated not only for the company, its investors and employees, but 
also more broadly for the state. I did a rough back-of-the-envelope calculation. That one small parcel of land, 
Herb Elliott Port, will generate, at 155 million tonnes per annum, around $1.2 billion of royalty income for the 
state. It is just amazing to stand there and try to understand that in economic terms. Of course we have an 
obligation to spend that wisely, and that is what the government tries to do through the budget process. 

I listened carefully to members opposite. I acknowledge a particular contribution made by the member for 
Maylands. The member for Maylands’ second reading contribution was obviously deeply personal for her, but I 
think it would have caused reflection and contemplation in anyone who heard it. I extend my thanks to her for 
sharing with the house a quite rich life tapestry and life journey full of a lot of obstacles that many of us would 
never imagine. 
Of course members, as is the nature in this place, spend a lot of time explaining what we should not have done. I 
am not going to make too much of the politics of it. I think the member for Alfred Cove summed it up very 
nicely in his contribution earlier this afternoon. When we consider that the budget papers are a fixed set of 
documents printed in black and white, it was almost as though there were two parallel universes in operation in 
the chamber. I understand what it is like. I have been in opposition and I think that commentary—not that I have 
read what I said when I was in opposition—has been an entirely worthwhile contribution to the public debate in 
the state. I think whatever I said at the time was not dissimilar to what members of the opposition said this time 
around. However, I can tell members opposite that the government and all members of the government, whom 
members opposite heard from in their contribution, are of a very strong view that the fundamentals of this budget 
are very strong. They are very sound — 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: They are very strong, Leader of the Opposition, and they are very sound. The budget is 
the continuation of the construction of a very solid platform for this state, both economically and socially, to 
grow into the century ahead. 
I will close with some quick comments. It is true to say that debt levels are and will be a challenge for the 
government to manage over this term of government. We have a job of work to do in that space. But I also 
remind all members present that the infrastructure we are constructing today is not infrastructure that will be 
used and consumed by those people in Western Australia who live here for the period of the next forward 
estimates. They are in many cases intergenerational investments in social and economic infrastructure. I imagine 
that my sons—and hopefully their children and perhaps their children—will have the opportunity to use the new 
children’s hospital; although not my sons any more as they have graduated past a children’s hospital. I also hope 
that they will be able to enjoy the train line to the airport, which I suspect will be there for a century at least. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: They’ll probably like Elizabeth Quay, I reckon. 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I was about to get to that, Premier, and thank you for reminding me. Of course they will 
enjoy all those things: the stadium, Elizabeth Quay and the light rail network that will provide a fantastic basis 
upon which to construct a new approach to public transport in the state. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: And the Western Australian Museum. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes, and the Museum. I am right onto that one. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I have met your boys; they are very mature. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It is a large expensive building full of dead things. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That is something I think they would enjoy; the Museum.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Unlike their father, I suspect my boys would have a far greater appreciation of the 
Museum, and definitely the art gallery next door!  

These are long-term, intergenerational assets, but we do need to work on developing a strategy to pay down state 
debt. We have to lift our eyes up beyond the horizon that is currently presented by the forward estimates. These 
assets will clearly last beyond that time. It is a challenge and the government and I will not resile from that 
challenge. However, the government does not and will not apologise for borrowing that money today, in the 
present, to deliver that infrastructure because we think that this is the time to be providing that infrastructure.  
I again thank all members for their varied contributions. I am sure that I speak on behalf of all my ministerial 
colleagues and those in this place who represent ministers, when I say how much we are looking forward to the 
estimates hearings next week when we will be able to explore some of the more detailed items in the budget 
papers.  

Questions put and passed. 

Bills read a second time. 

Pursuant to standing order 222, bills and estimates referred to Estimates Committees A and B.  
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